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1 Scope 

This document specifies the characteristics of the UPnP networked service named 
ContentDirectory, version 4. This service definition is compliant with UPnP Device 
Architecture 1.0 [14].  

Many devices within the home network contain various types of content that other devices 
would like to access (for example, music, videos, still images, etc). As an example, a 
MediaServer device might contain a significant portion of the homeowner’s audio, video, and 
still-image library. In order for the homeowner to enjoy this content, the homeowner needs to 
be able to browse the objects stored on the MediaServer, select a specific one, and cause it 
to be played on an appropriate rendering device (for example, an audio player for music 
objects, a TV for video content, an Electronic Picture Frame for still-images, etc). 

For maximum convenience, it is highly desirable to let the homeowner to initiate these 
operations from a variety of UI devices. In most cases, these UI devices will either be a UI 
built into the rendering device, or it will be a stand-alone UI device such as a wireless PDA or 
tablet. In any case, it is unlikely that the homeowner will interact directly with the device 
containing the content (that is: the homeowner won’t have to walk over to the server device). 
In order to enable this capability, the server device needs to provide a uniform mechanism for 
UI devices to browse the content on the server and to obtain detailed information about 
individual content objects. This is the purpose of the ContentDirectory service. 

The ContentDirectory service additionally provides a lookup/storage service that enables 
clients (for example, UI devices) to locate (and possibly store) individual objects (for example, 
songs, movies, pictures, etc) that the (server) device is capable of providing. For example, 
this service can be used to enumerate a list of songs stored on an MP3 player, a list of still-
images comprising various slide-shows, a list of movies stored in a DVD-Jukebox, a list of TV 
shows currently being broadcast (a.k.a an EPG), a list of songs stored in a CD-Jukebox, a list 
of programs stored on a PVR (Personal Video Recorder) device, etc. Nearly any type of 
content can be enumerated via this ContentDirectory service. For devices that contain 
multiple types of content (for example, MP3, MPEG2, JPEG, etc.), a single instance of the 
ContentDirectory service can be used to enumerate all objects, regardless of their type. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and 
are indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) 
applies. 

[1] – XML Schema for RenderingControl AllowedTransformSettings, UPnP Forum, March 31, 
2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/AllowedTransformSettings-v1-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/AllowedTransformSettings.xsd. 

[2] – AV Datastructure Template:1, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-AVDataStructureTemplate-v1-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-
AVDataStructureTemplate-v1.pdf. 

[3] – XML Schema for UPnP AV Common XML Data Types, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/av-v3-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/av.xsd. 

[4] – XML Schema for UPnP AV Common XML Structures, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avs-v3-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avs.xsd. 

[5] – AVTransport:3, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-AVTransport-v3-Service-20130331.pdf. 
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Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-AVTransport-v3-
Service.pdf. 

[6] – XML Schema for AVTransport LastChange Eventing, UPnP Forum, September 30, 2008. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avt-event-v2-20080930.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avt-event.xsd. 

[7] – ContentDirectory:4, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ContentDirectory-v4-Service-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ContentDirectory-v4-
Service.pdf. 

[8] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory LastChange Eventing, UPnP Forum, September 30, 
2008. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cds-event-v1-20080930.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cds-event.xsd. 

[9] – ConnectionManager:3, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ConnectionManager-v3-Service-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ConnectionManager-v3-
Service.pdf. 

[10] – XML Schema for ConnectionManager DeviceClockInfoUpdates, UPnP Forum, 
December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-deviceClockInfoUpdates-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-deviceClockInfoUpdates.xsd. 

[11] – XML Schema for ConnectionManager Features, UPnP Forum, December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-featureList-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-featureList.xsd. 

[12] – XML Schema for UPnP AV Dublin Core. 
Available at: http://www.dublincore.org/schemas/xmls/simpledc20020312.xsd. 

[13] – DCMI term declarations represented in XML schema language. 
Available at: http://www.dublincore.org/schemas/xmls. 

[14] – UPnP Device Architecture, version 1.0, UPnP Forum, October 15, 2008. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/arch/UPnP-arch-DeviceArchitecture-v1.0-
20081015.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/arch/UPnP-arch-DeviceArchitecture-
v1.0.pdf. 

[15] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory Structure and Metadata (DIDL-Lite), UPnP Forum, 
March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/didl-lite-v3-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/didl-lite.xsd. 

[16] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory DeviceMode, UPnP Forum, December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmo-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmo.xsd. 

[17] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory DeviceModeRequest, UPnP Forum, December 31, 
2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmor-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmor.xsd.  

[18] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory DeviceModeStatus, UPnP Forum, December 31, 
2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmos-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmos.xsd. 
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